Features

thecourier.com.au

1088664

I Infrasound claims

Wanted: study of
wind farm effects
By BRENDAN GULLIFER
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STUDENT ACHIEVERS 6 DEC, 2010
Macarthur Street Primary School
Nadia Heywood, Heyden Button, Codie Morrison, Briella
Fisher. Mikey Collins-Clarke, Jordan Morrison, Mason Daly,
Flick Chase-Futo, Alexander Trigg.

Mount Clear Primary School
Blake Edwards, Eliza Martin, Connor Batstra-Lloyd, Amber
Monks, Gryffyn Temple-Sharp, Jesse Mackay, Breanna
Demeye, Stephanie Butt, Alana Roberts, Cody Howard, Annie
Williams, Madison Evers. Alex Jankovski, Theresa Thorne,
Tejal Kulkarni, Matthew Flind, Jordan Norris, Jayden Lang,
Dylan Gould-Zeuker, Caitlyn Jerez, Elle Whelan, Dylan
Bowman-Hamilton, Abbey Hovey, Dilan Chand, Tom Boyle

Redan Primary School
Courtney Page, Jack Lee, Tyson Hardy, Jemma Scanlan,
Shanita Marks-Cicentre, Ellie Wellman, Jessica Breitzke.
Isaac Lebler Plater, Charlie Page, Angel Farquhar, Lauren
Brewer, Leonie Patrona-Mihel, Hay Parsons, Zac Doyle3,
Moneclaire Folly, Deon Retalick, Breanna Williams.
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HE real problem with the wind
turbine industry is that we should
be heralding this clean and green
technology — but instead we’re
pitting neighbour against neighbour.
That’s the view of recently retired
University of Ballarat engineering lecturer
Graeme Hood.
Mr Hood hit the headlines last year
when he undertook limited sound testing
at Waubra in response to residents who
reported experiencing nausea, headaches
and sleep deprivation.
Initial results showed definite
infrasound readings from turbines.
Infrasound is undetectable by the
human ear and is not measured by
normal wind farm sound monitoring
equipment.
According to a recent British study,
infrasound can trigger anxiety, sadness,
revulsion and fear.
And the jury is still out on other effects.
Mr Hood is quick not to lay the blame at
the feet of the wind farm companies.
“Obviously, they don’t want to hurt
people,” he says. “They don’t want to
make people sick because that’s not good
business.”
He says the companies are legally
operating within the confines of existing
wind-farm legislation.
“But the people who are objecting to the
wind farms, the people who are getting
sick, are not going to go away,” he says.
“Companies might be able to buy a
couple of people out, but that’s not the
way to fix this.
“We need to find out what the problem
is.”
Mr Hood says people who complain
of so-called wind turbine syndrome are
immediately ostracised.
“If everyone’s problem in relation to
these things was psychological, that
would be a breakthrough,” Mr Hood says.
“Then we could treat it. And then we
wouldn’t have a problem.

TURBINE SYNDROME: Retired University of Ballarat engineering lecturer Graeme Hood
says that while wind farm companies are operating within the requirements of existing
legislation, there is a real need to study the negative effects claimed by critics of wind
turbines and find a way to solve the problem, not ignore it.
“It’s an issue for the government. But
not just this government. I hear the same
story in South Australia, in Queensland, in
New South Wales, even overseas.
“I’ve got emails from people in England
saying we’ve got turbines near us, we’re
getting sick and we complain. And
we are now treated like lepers in our
community.”
Mr Hood says the issue is complex, but
the next step is relatively simple.
“We need to spend some time and some
money and get in there, free of politics,
and see what’s going on.
“I’d dearly love it if someone announced

a study, if someone was prepared to get
in there and talk to people properly, take
measurements and find out once and for
all what’s going on and how we fix the
problem.”
According to a Victorian government
website, the state has eight operating
wind farms comprising 266 turbines.
Another 28 wind farms comprising 1322
turbines have been approved but are not
yet operational. Another 21 wind farms
are in the feasibility stage.
Both the Victorian and federal
governments say there is no proof of any
health problems caused by turbines.

